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Issue 7
think about increasing their
independence and meeting
them at Alison Park or for Y5 and
6, having them walk home, just
to ease your wait time.

Term 2 - Week 4 , 2020

Principal’s Message
Welcome back
to school for all
students on Monday
25th May!

•

Thank you for your
patience and help
throughout the
current COVID 19
period. Student numbers have been
increasing steadily at Randwick
(56% today) and we appreciate the
amount of support parents have
given us to date.

All public schools are returning to full
on-campus learning from Monday
25 May. All school activities and
operations will be in line with AHPPC
guidelines and NSW Health advice,
as applicable.

All of our teachers, other than
those in the high risk vulnerable
groups as designated by the Health
Department, are back at school
and spending time with their class.
The classes whose teachers remain
on approved leave will be taught
by STEM teacher, Mrs Power, 1R
and our Instructional Leader, Miss
Clapp-Hughes, KM until leave
arrangements are confirmed.
Mr Michael Palmer will share 3RB
while Mrs Richards is caring for her
daughter this term.
Social distancing rules for adults
continue to apply. Parents are
asked to maintain social distancing
when dropping students to and from
school. We do apologise for the
difficulties this causes but a 1900’s
school in a busy location was not
configured with COVID 19 in mind.
The managed pick up for students
as advised yesterday is our way of
managing this. We will continue to
review the procedures:
•

K-2 may be picked up from
2.45pm.

•

3-6 students and mixed age
families K-6 from 3pm.

•

•

Please ensure your child knows
their gate and try to keep it
consistent: Frances Street, Kiss
and Go or Cowper Street.
For Y3-6 you may like to

•

Rainy weather is upon us so
please pack a lightweight
raincoat in the front pocket of
your child’s bag each day.

Schools continue to be safe
and operations are in line with
AHPPC guidelines.

•

All students are expected back
at school unless they are unwell
or have a medical certificate to
support their absence.

•

Any students not attending
without sick leave or an
acceptable medical certificate
will be followed up in the normal
way for unexplained absences.

The school will resume a normal
learning timetable and there will be
no online learning from Monday.
Please contact the school and
provide a medical certificate for
your child if they are unable to
return.
Material may be picked up for them
with prior arrangement. Additional
support and advice can be found
on the Learning from home hub.
To keep children safe
•

Enhanced cleaning procedures
remain, including a cleaner
to wipe down surfaces and
bathrooms during the day.

•

The school has received
additional cleaning and
sanitising products from the
department.

•

Good hygiene will be continued
with students including covering
coughs or sneezes, and regular
hand washing and sanitising of

hands.
•

Parents will be called if a child
presents as unwell.

•

Physical distancing of children
is not required by the guidelines
however we will continue to
minimise clustering of children,
entering or inside school
buildings.

•

There will be no sport outside
school through Term 2 and 3.

•

There are no assemblies or large
gatherings

•

Movement between classes will
be minimised.

Reporting to parents/carers for
Semester 1 will be simplified and
focus on the learning that has
taken place so far this year. This
will include student’s progress and
achievements, as well as areas
for development in Literacy and
numeracy only. The report will
then be followed by a phone
conversation with each child’s
teacher where you can discuss both
the report and general learning and
development both at home and
school during Semester 1.
Once again thank you for your
support for your children and our
school and community through this
challenging time. It’s great to be
back!
“Home is behind, the world
ahead,and there are many paths to
tread through shadows to the edge
of night, until the stars are all alight.”
― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings
Regards
Susan Allen
Principal

iParent
The “Family Support” page of our Home
Learning Hub website has some ideas
for digital safety at home:
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.
gov.au/rps-learning-from-home-hub/
home
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Schools are safe and open for
full time face-to-face learning
All schools are returning to full on-campus learning from Monday 25 May.
All school activities and operations will be in line with Australian Health
Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) and NSW Health guidelines
as applicable.
School students do not need to follow physical distancing guidelines, but
should follow good hygiene practices like:
•
•
•

Regularly washing hands
Avoiding sharing drinks or food
Coughing or sneezing into your elbow, or a tissue which should be
discarded immediately.

School attendance
All students should be at school unless:

• They have a medical certificate which states

that they are unable to return to school due to
an ongoing medical condition

• They are currently unwell.
Students who have a medical certificate to
stay at home will be supported to learn from
home in line with regular procedures if they are
able to. These regular procedures are different
to what was offered during the learning from
home period. If you require work to be provided
to your child whilst they are at home due to an
underlying health condition, you should contact
the school for assistance.
Please note, students who live with a family
member in one of the categories identified as
being at increased risk by the AHPPC, should
attend school unless a medical practitioner
advises otherwise in writing.

If a student is absent without a medical reason
for more than three days, this will be recorded as
an unauthorised absence and followed up by
the school.
If you need any support to get your child back to
school, please contact your school.

Reporting and
assessment
Your child has been assessed during the learning
from home period and will receive additional
assessment on their return to school.
You will receive your child’s semester 1 report
before the end of August (week 6, Term 3).
This may be a simplified version of the report
you normally receive. Schools are encouraged to
discuss your child’s progress with you before the
written report is issued.

If your child is unwell, do not send them to
school. If they are unwell at school you or your
nominated emergency contact will need to
collect them immediately. Please make sure your
contact details are up to date.
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A guide to NSW school students returning to face-to- face learning – Guidelines for parents and carers

School activities
Teachers will continue to follow the same school
curriculum with the exception of some activities
that can’t go ahead for now.

What children can do:
• Use the school library
• Engage in non-contact sporting activities
• Year 11 and 12 students may attend classes/
activities relating to subjects available on
other campuses

• VET work placement for Year 12 students is able
to proceed from 1 June 2020. Year 10 and 11
work-placement is able to proceed from
Term 3 2020.

• School based apprenticeships and traineeships
can recommence once the relevant
workplaces are back in operation

School cleaning and
hygiene supplies
Your school will receive additional cleaning in line
with the AHPPC guidelines and advice from NSW
Health. Targeted areas include high-touch areas
and other hard surfaces, door handles, lockers,
light switches and handrails in stairways and
movement areas. There will also be additional
cleaning of toilets and bubblers and topping up of
supplies like soap.
Your school has received supplies of soap, hand
sanitiser, toilet paper, paper towels, disinfectant
wipes and personal protective equipment. The
school is able to order more as needed.

School grounds

• Trade Training Centres can operate on

There should be no visitors to school sites unless
they are essential. Your school can provide
guidance as to who is considered essential.

What students can’t do:

Your school will provide advice on drop off and
pick up procedures.

school sites.

• School assemblies (unless for critical
information)

• School incursions and excursions
including camps

• Work experience
• Inter-school activities (debating,
inter-school sport)

• In-school activities requiring parent or
other volunteers

• Use hydrotherapy pools
• Drink from a water bubbler – bring a water
bottle instead

• Students cannot attend TAFE for study but
may continue to learn online.

Wherever possible, P&C and parent/carer/teacher
meetings should be conducted virtually.
Canteens and uniform shops can open at the
discretion of the principal.
Out of school hours care can continue to operate.
Community use of school facilities will
recommence only for uses that are necessary for
continuation of education and with principal’s
approval.

Responding to
COVID-19 cases
There is a clear plan in place for schools to
respond to any suspected or confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in our schools. We are working closely
with NSW Health and will communicate with
parents if a situation was to arise.

education.nsw.gov.au
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What children need to know about

ONLINE

BULLYING
What is online bullying?
Online bullying – also known as
cyberbullying - is bullying that
takes place ON THE INTERNET
or via electronic devices and
mobile phones. It can include:
Sending someone mean or
1. threatening
emails, direct

messages or text messages

Hacking into someone’s
2. online
account
Being rude or mean to
3. someone
when playing
online games

Posting private or
4. embarrassing
photos online
or sending them to others
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Why does it happen?
Going online makes it easier for people to say and do
things they probably wouldn’t do face to face. Online
bullies don’t get to see their victims’ reactions in
real life, so this can cocoon them from the real
damage that they are doing. Quite often, people bully
because they are going through something difficult
themselves and taking it out on others is the only way
they know how to get control of their own emotions.

!

!

How does it feel to be bullied?
Being bullied can impact on your self-esteem,
confidence and social skills. Because it happens
on your phone, tablet or computer, it can feel
like you are under threat even when you’re in a
safe environment, such as your bedroom. Don’t
forget…it is not your fault if you’re being bullied.

Am I an online bully?
Sometimes it isn’t obvious that what you are doing is
wrong, but if you use digital technology to upset,
anger or embarrass someone on purpose, this means
you’re involved in online bullying. It might be as simple
as ‘liking’ a mean post, laughing at an online video, or
spreading a rumour, but the person being bullied could
feel like they are being ganged up on. Think about how
it would make you feel if it happened to you. Everyone
can make mistakes, but it’s important to learn from
them - go back and delete any upsetting or nasty posts,
tweets or comments you’ve written.

Creating fake social media
5. accounts
that mock someone
or trick them

Excluding someone from an
6. online
conversation or

blocking them for no reason

BE KIND ONLINE
Before pressing ‘send’ on
comments, ask yourself these 3
questions...

1.
2.
3.

Why am i posting this?
Would i say this in real life?
How would i feel if
somebody said this to me?

Who do I tell?

Chi
ldlin
Child
line e

You don’t have to deal with the bullying on
your own. Talk to an adult that you trust – a
parent, guardian, or teacher. Most websites,
social media websites and online games or
mobile apps let you report and block people
who are bothering you. You could also contact
Childline (www.childline.org.uk), where a
trained counsellor will listen to anything
that’s worrying you – you don’t even have to
give your name.

How do I prove it?
When cyberbullying happens, it is important to document and
report the behaviour, so it can be addressed – record the
dates and times when cyberbullying has occurred, and save
and print screenshots, emails, and text messages.

How can I stay safe?
Make sure your privacy settings are set
so that only people you know and trust can
see what you post. Never give out personal
information online, such as in public profiles,
chat rooms or blogs, and avoid further
communication with those sending the messages.
Keep aware of fake profiles and internet users
pretending to be someone that they are not.

P&C Message
As you know from Skoolbag the
last P&C meeting was cancelled
due to COVID restrictions, but
we invited you all to submit any
questions that you would have
raised at the meeting via email.
We only received a couple of
questions, so as promised here
are Susan’s answers.
Q1: How are Susan and the staff
are holding up?
“Staff are doing really well and
working well as teams, including
remotely. We are looking forward
to seeing the kids back next week
and getting back to a more
normal routine after this very
challenging period. It has been
a busy time for the teachers,
learning new systems, adapting
their teaching and lessons to
online environments, and dealing
with the constantly changing
advice. But they have worked
hard and adapted.”
“It is worth remembering that the
teachers and staff have varying
concerns and levels of anxiety
around the current situation just
as parents and children do, so we
appreciate parents remembering
to be considerate and respectful
at all times, and encouraging
their children to follow the
new rules and procedures at
school, so everyone can have a
constructive and safe time while
at school.”
“The Health Department advice
is still that the risk exists between
adults: teachers with teachers,
parents with teachers and
parents with parents, so please
maintain your social distancing as
well, to ensure a smooth return to
Randwick.”
Q2: What hand hygiene practices
will be used when all the students
are back? Is there a procedure
(and enough basins and soap)
so that children wash their hands
properly?
“The children line up outside
at the beginning of the day
and after each break so they
enter the classrooms in an
orderly fashion and the teachers

have them wash their hands
in small groups ready to restart
the lessons. There are many
hand washing facilities around
the school, particularly in the
Beehive and Kindy block which
have substantial troughs as well
as bathroom basins and the
Department has ensured that
schools have adequate supplies of
hygiene products. The School also
has enhanced cleaning services,
including a daytime cleaner who
cleans the bathrooms especially
after breaks.”
“All the children have been
taught about hand washing best
practices, using videos and signs
and the like. The teachers are
monitoring children throughout
the day to the best of their ability
and reminding them of good
hygiene. Parents are asked to
remind their children every day of
the need to listen to the teachers

and remember these new
habits. Reinforcing the same
expectations at home will also
help the habits to stick.”
“A general comment on
distancing and hygiene: even
though the Department does
not require us to maintain social
distancing among the students
in the classroom or playground,
we have implemented a number
of adjustments to minimise
congestion including the
canteen running on an online
basis only with no counter sales
for now; children go to the bag
hooks in small groups; children
eat in the classroom so they are
not eating in playground.”
Take care everyone. For those
with kids still at home, enjoy
these last couple of days.
Best wishes from the P&C
Executive team

Casual Work
1x Casual position – Randwick Local Government Area – 924

Help protect our vibrant school communities
Become a Casual School Crossing Supervisor!

Keep our kids, parents and teachers safe on the road
 Be a second pair of eyes for our local motorists
Earn an income and still have time to live your life to the fullest




Shifts fall between the school zones hours 8.00am to 9.30am and 2.30pm to 4.00pm,
with a minimum of one, one hour shift as and when required
Monday to Friday during the school term.



Does this sound like you?

Reliable in good or bad weather
 Good communication skills
 Community spirit
 Positive energy
If it does, visit or go to iworkfor.nsw.gov.au to apply!


Applications close 11.59pm Sunday, 24th May 2020

